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EDITORIAL

Following the launch of the new journal in 2008 with a 
single major study of the Saint-Quentin-la-Poterie pipe 
making industry, there has now been an opportunity to 
bring together a broader range of papers for this second 
volume, which includes the work of some 23 diff erent 
international authors and runs to more than 50,000 words 
in length.  This volume is more typical of the intended 
format for the journal, with the fi rst part comprising a 
collection of themed papers and the second a series of 
individual studies on a more diverse range of topics.

The fi rst part of this year’s volume presents the results of a 
project by the Academy’s clay pipe working group, which 
set out to examine the state of knowledge regarding the 
clay tobacco pipe industry in as many diff erent countries 
as possible.  The information relating to each country has 
been compiled in a systematic manner and provides a 
chronological narrative of clay pipe production and use 
in each area.  These accounts have, of necessity, had to 
be kept brief but they are intended to provide a broad 
overview of each country as well as a means of accessing 
the key literature and collections relating to that area if 
more information is required.  Each summary has been 
written by a specialist in the relevant fi eld and, taken 
together, they cover a signifi cant proportion of the areas 
over which clay pipes were in common use (cf Figure 1 
on page 2).  This is the most extensive survey of its type 
that has ever been undertaken and it should provide a key 
resource for anyone wishing to either study a particular 
country or region, or to place their pipes within a broader 
context.  Further summaries for countries not yet covered 
are welcome and will be published in future volumes of 
this journal.

The second part of this volume comprises a series of 
papers on diff erent topics of research.  These range from 
studies of particular classes of artefact, such as cheroot 
holders and ember pots, to the broader social customs 
and paraphernalia associated with smoking, as seen in 
the Norwegian langpipe paper.  The paper on advertising 
pipes shows how a single theme can be explored across 
pipes produced in a range of diff erent materials while the 
paper on the Civic Company’s pattern book allows an in-
depth examination of the patterns that they produced and 
the way in which the briar trade functioned.

The main theme for Volume 3 will be based on the 
proceedings of the Academy’s very successful 2009 
conference in Budapest.  The papers presented at that 
meeting will provide an excellent overview of the pipes 
found in Eastern Europe, where the Ottoman and European 
traditions met, overlapped and merged.  Other papers will 
include the meerschaum working group’s iconography 
study.  Contributions on other topics are, as ever, always 
welcome and guidelines for contributors can be found at 
the end of this volume.

Thanks are due to all the contributors to this volume for 
their hard work in generating the texts and illustrations 
and particularly to Peter Davey and Ruud Stam who  
organised the clay pipe summaries and helped with their 
preparation for publication.  Finally, particular thanks are 
due to Susie White, who has not only manipulated many 
of the illustrations to improve them but also worked so 
hard in designing and setting this volume to achieve its 
high quality layout and fi nish.

  
David A. Higgins
Principal Editor
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Introduction to the National Clay 
Pipe Summaries

by  Peter Davey
Chairman, Académie Internationale de la Pipe

Background

At the annual conference of the Academy in Bergerac 
in 2005 the clay pipe working group discussed the state 
of knowledge and research in the different countries 
represented by its members. A number of problems for 
international collaboration and the dissemination of 
knowledge were identified:

•	 There are very different states of knowledge and 
research activity in differing countries.

•	 There are very different languages and 
terminologies in use in different parts of the 
world.

•	 Access to what is known is often difficult for a 
non-national researcher.

•	 It is often difficult to understand the state of 
affairs in different countries.

•	 There is a need to generate a set of simple and 
comparable statements that would provide an 
entry point into the state of knowledge and 
research on each country.

It was decided that a 1,000-word summary, plus illustrative 
material, would be sought from each participant and that 
some thought would need to be given to the internal 
structure of the summaries so that, as far as possible, the 
same subject areas would be dealt with in each country, 
thus making comparison more possible. The writer, as the 
then convenor of the group, offered to produce a sample 
summary for discussion.

Proposal

A 1,000-word draft for Scotland, with figures, was 
circulated to members of the group in January 2006. 
With some amendments the format used for Scotland has 
provided the agreed model for all of the summaries that 
have been written over the subsequent four years leading 
up to the presentation of the first 19 countries in this 
publication. 

A number of decisions that were made at the outset 
have determined the overall nature and range of the 
contributions:

Chronological structure
It seemed illogical to focus the summaries a priori on one 
period of time, as the most important phases of production 
and consumption occur at different times in different 
countries.  In Scotland the second half of the seventeenth 
and nineteenth centuries are by far the most important 

so were given appropriately more detailed treatment.  In 
addition, for different countries the chronological sub-
divisions might vary – changes in human behaviour do not 
necessarily follow the change from one century to another.

Subject division
A number of subject areas have been tackled, using the 
main chronological sub-divisions considered appropriate 
for that country.  Separate paragraphs have been written on 
the makers and their pipes and on imports into the country 
and exports from it.  Again, the length of these entries in 
different summaries reflects the comparative bulk and 
complexity of the evidence in a particular country.

Maps
Maps seemed to be the most succinct way of showing the 
distribution of production centres by period. 

The figures
The figures are intended to relate closely to the main 
text.  Originally, they were limited to conventional black 
and white line drawings but many of the more recent 
contributions have used photographs, often in colour, to 
enhance the detail.  At the time the project began it was 
not known whether paper or Internet publication would 
be used. 

Research
In addition to describing the present state of knowledge, it 
seemed worthwhile to highlight the major research needs 
for each country.  In time it will be of great interest to 
consider these corporately.

Collections
Anyone looking at the clay pipes summary for a given 
country would want to know where to go to see major 
groups of pipes.  Lists of publicly accessible collections 
were requested from each author.

Introductory reading list
For someone coming new to the study of pipes in a 
particular country it seemed necessary to provide a list of 
some of the most important publications on the subject.  
The number of these had to be limited given the vast 
literature available in countries like England and the 
Netherlands where pipe research has been carried out 
actively for the past 50 years or more.  The lists give a 
starting point only.

Discipline
It proved difficult to summarise the national pipe industries 
in 1,000 words.  In order to provide a comprehensive, 
balanced, cover it was important for everyone involved to 
try to adhere to the same norms.  

Unknown Quantities

When the project began quite a number of points were 
unclear.  In order to get a group of summaries ready for 
publication a number of decisions had to be made:

•	 How many countries would provide summaries?  
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In the event 19 are included; there remains scope 
for a further batch in due course.

•	 What form of publication would be decided on, 
b/w or colour printing or the Internet?  In the 
event colour printing was decided on, with the 
possibility of the journals going on the web after 
an agreed number of years.

•	 Language.  Initially the group’s members thought 
that summaries would appear in English and 
French but because of length (i.e., cost) and the 
number of countries for which English is the only 
really accessible second language, they decided 
on English. 

The Summaries

The 19 summaries presented here (Figure 1), though 
adhering pretty well to the agreed format, vary very 
considerably, partly because of the history, context and 
quality of the research that has been carried out and partly 
because of the  inherent differences in the production, 
forms, and traditions of the use of pipes in a particular 
country.  They range from very small countries such as 
Malta and Switzerland to large areas such as Australia 
and Canada; from important producers on the world stage 
such as the Netherlands, England, Scotland and France 
to societies that produced pipes mainly for their own 
consumption such as Ireland, Sweden and Argentina.  In 
some places, such as Japan, the tradition of pipe making is 
a long one with every period represented, in others, such 
as Canada, production began as late as the mid-nineteenth 
century.

Figure 1: World map showing, in purple, the countries for which national summaries are presented in this volume.

Coverage
The summaries provide a world-wide coverage with 
contributions from every continent except Africa. Europe, 
given the origins and present membership profile of the 
Academy has the largest number – 13 in all, plus Malta 
in the Mediterranean.  There is Argentina, Canada and the 
USA from the Americas, Japan from Asia, and Australia.  
This clearly leaves plenty of scope for contributions from 
elsewhere from countries where pipes were important at 
some time in their past. 

In Europe, Spain, Portugal and Italy are notable absentees, 
as are many of the countries in the south-east such as 
Romania, Bulgaria, Slovakia and Greece.  This latter 
area is a critical location for the study of the interaction 
between the north-western European and Ottoman clay 
pipe traditions. 

Most of South America and Mexico are absent; these are 
important regions where, like the rest of the Americas, 
native pipe smoking has a long tradition and where 
the interaction with the new colonial powers provides 
many fascinating insights.  Similarly there is still much 
to be made of the wide range of traditions of clay pipe 
production in much of Asia beyond Japan, including the 
huge land masses of China, India and Russia.

But the most significant gap is Africa. Not only is production 
in north Africa important within a Mediterranean 
context, but the traditions present in other parts of the 
continent, especially the west, had an important impact 
on developments in the New World as technologies and 

Davey, P. J. Country Summaries - INTRODUCTION
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decorative symbolisms were taken across the Atlantic by 
the slave trade.
 

The Future

From time to time the Academy hopes to publish further 
groups of summaries, and possibly in some cases 
substantial revisions of existing ones.  The aim, in the 
long run, will be to provide the greatest possible coverage 
worldwide.  If any members or readers can assist in this, 
either by offering a summary themselves or making 
contact with someone who is active in a country for which 
a summary has not yet been written this will be greatly 
appreciated.

Although the publication of these summaries represents a 
real step forward in international collaboration in the study 
of clay pipes, the research itself is not really international 
in its scope, but consists of a series of national statements.  
In order to fulfil the mission of the Academy the group 
needs to consider what are the research issues affecting 
the study of clay pipes that are international in character 
and should be considered in a supra-national framework?  
A number of possibilities might be proposed:

•	 The transfer of technologies between countries.
•	 The effects of industrialisation and mass 

production on pipe-making.
•	 The socio-economic status of pipe makers.
•	 The relationship between clay pipe making and 

the production of pipes in other materials, such as 
porcelain, meerschaum, metal and wood.

At the Budapest conference in 2009 the clay pipe working 
group decided to tackle the third of these possibilities 
and to begin to collect evidence on the socio-economic 
position of the industry and the individuals involved with 
a view to working towards a truly international synthesis.
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